IMRaD Structure – Student Writing Checklist (Beginner-Friendly)
1. Introduction – “What’s this paper about, and why should I care?”
Start with background information – briefly explain the topic and its importance.
Mention what is already known from previous studies.
Identify the gap or problem your paper addresses.
Clearly state your research question or goal.
Include your hypothesis if you have one (what you expect to find).
Stay focused and avoid unnecessary details.
*Tip: Think of this as the starting point of a story – why this research matters.*
2. Methods – “How did you do the study?”
Describe the process step by step so someone else could repeat it.
Include materials, tools, or software you used.
Explain your data analysis method.
Be detailed but clear.
*Tip: Imagine you're writing clear instructions for someone to follow.*
3. Results and Discussion – “What did you find, and what does it mean?”
Start by describing the results you got (facts, figures, patterns).
Include tables, graphs, or images if they help communicate your findings.
Highlight any important or surprising results.
Immediately interpret each result – what does it mean and why does it matter?
Compare your results with other studies or expectations.
Point out limitations of your study (e.g., scope, selectivity, functional group (in)tolerance).
Discuss possible reasons for unexpected results.
Suggest how the results can be applied or how they impact the field.
Propose ideas for future research.
*Tip: Combine facts and interpretation like a conversation with your reader.*
4. Conclusion – “What’s the takeaway message?”
Summarize your main findings in a few clear sentences.
Restate how your results answer the research question or support your hypothesis.
Highlight the importance or implications of the findings.
Keep it short and to the point — no new data or long explanations.
*Tip: Leave the reader with a clear understanding of what your study contributed.*
5. Optional Sections
Abstract
A short summary of the whole paper (150–250 words).
Include purpose, methods, key results, and conclusion.
Write it last, place it first.
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